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NAVIGATION AND VESSEL INSPECTION CIRCULAR NO. 1-94

Suby:

1.

MARKING OF LIFE PRESERVERS AND PFDs

PURPOSE Thiscircular isto be used by vessel operators and Coast Guard marine inspectors to

clarify marking requirement changes for life preservers and personal flotation devices (PFDs).

BACKGROUND

a Present regulations require all life preservers beginning with approval numbers 160.002 or
160.055 to be marked Type | personal flotation device (PFD). Prior to October 1973, most
life saving devices were marked either Type | or Type |l in addition to an appropriate
approval number. Type | meant standard and Type || meant nonstandard construction.
Both standard and nonstandard life saving devices approved under 46 CFR 160.002 or
160.055 were for use on inspected vessels.

b. In October 1973 the current five "performance type" categories listed in enclosure (1) and
the term Personal Flotation Device (PFD) were adopted. Only tiipe designation
changed, the approval numbers remained the sanieéerformance Type llife preservers
currently made to meet carriage requirements on non-SOLAS inspected vessels have
approval numbers beginning with 160.002 or 160.055. Devices with approval numbers
beginning with 160.003, 160.004, and 160.005 meet these same carriage requirements, but
were never given atype designation and are no longer manufactured. Type designation is
documented in enclosure (1), which is atable of equivalents that was in the Code of
Federal Regulations until August 6, 1990. Thistableis still valid. It was deleted only
because it was believed to be no longer needed.

DISCUSSION Recent questions from Officers in Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMIs) indicate
some confusion remains concerning the marking of life preservers, life saving devices and PFDs.
Specifically, how can an inspector tell if a device manufactured prior to October 1973 is
acceptable for use on an inspected vessel ? On these older devices, the first part of the approval
number is the key to determining their "performance type" documented in enclosure (1). Most
flotation devices approved under the old standard / nonstandard "Type" classification have been
removed from service due to their deterioration with age and use. However, as the following cases
show, some remain in serviceable condition and require particular attention as to their intended use.

a Thefirst case involved amodel AK-I, adult life saving device, Approval Number
160.047/324/0. This device is approved as a buoyant vest and marked as Type . This
device is a standard constructiorperformance Type | IPFD which isnot approved for use
on inspected commercial vessels.
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b. The second case involved an adult life preserver, Approval Number 160.055/79/0. This
device was approved as alife preserver and marked as Type Il. Thislife saving deviceisa
nonstandard constructionperformance Type IPFD, whichis approved for use on all non-
SOLAS commercial vessels.

4, IMPLEMENTATION Vessel operators and Coast Guard marine inspectors are to pay particular
attention to life preservers and PFDs manufactured prior t~ October 1973 to ensure carriage requirements
are met.

//
%
" CAPTAIN,} U.S. COAST GUARD
ACTING CHIEF, OFFICE OF MARINE SAFETY,
SECURITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

End: (1) Former 33 CFR, Table 175.23 personal flotation device equivalents

C:e New Orleans (90); Hampton Roads (50); Baltimore (45); San Francisco, Puget Sound (40);
Philadel phia, Port Arthur, Honolulu (35); Miami, Houston, Mobile, Long Beach, Morgan City
(25); Jacksonville, Portland OR (20); Boston, Portland ME, Charleston, Galveston, Anchorage
(15); Cleveland (12); Louisville, Memphis, Paducah, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, Savannah, San Juan,
Tampa, Buffalo, Chicago, Detroit, Duluth, Milwaukee, San Diego, Juneau, Valdez (10);
Providence, Huntington, Wilmington, Corpus Christi, Toledo, Guam (5).

C:m New York (70); St. Ignace (5); Sturgeon Bay (4).
D:d Except Baltimore and Moriches.

D:l CG Liaison Officer MILSEALIFTCOMD (Code N-7CG), CG Liaison Officer RSPA (DHM-22),
CG Liaison Officer MARAD (MAR-742), CG Liaison Officer JUSMAGPHIL, CG Liaison
Officer World Maritime University, CG Liaison Officer ABS (1).

ABS (260)

Det Norske Veritas (1)

Registro Italiano Navale (1)

NOAA Fleet Inspection Officer (1).
US Merchant Marine Academy (1).
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Former Subpart 175.23 Personal flotation device equivalents.

Table 175.23 lists devices that are
equivalent to personal flotation de-

vices.

TABLE 175.23

Devices marked—

Are equivalent to
performance type

160.002 Life preserver..............

160.003 Life preserver..............
160.004 Life preserver..............
160.005 Life preserver..............
160.009 Ring life buoy ?

...........

160.047 Buoyant vest...............
160.048 Buoyant cushion.........
160.049 Buoyant cushion.........
160.050 Ring life buoy..............]
160.052 Buoyant vest...............
160.053 Work vest.......cccceoeceee.
160.055 Life preserver..............
160.060 Buoyant vest...............
160.064 Special purpose

water safety buoyant de-
vices.

Type |
device.

Do.

Do.

Do.

personal

Type IV—Personal

Device.
Type |l
device.
Type IV
device.

Do.

Do.
Type |l
device.
Type V
device.
Type |
device.
Type |l
device.
A device

personal

personal

personal
personal
personal

personal

flotation

Flotation
flotation

fiotation

flotation
flotation
flotation

flotation

intended to be

wom may be equivalent to
type Il or type lil. A device
that is equivalent to type lil
is marked “Type Il
Device—may not tum un-
conscious  wearer’. A
device intended to be
grasped is equivalent to
type IV.

146 CFR Subpart 160.009 has been revoked. Type IV
PFDs previously approved under that subpart may be used
as long as they are in good and serviceable condition.

[CGD 72-120R, 38 FR 8115, Mar. 28, 1973,
as amended by CGD 80-155b, 47 FR 10534,

Mar. 11, 1982]



